
  Bernards Township Environmental Commission      

277 South Maple Avenue, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920   (908) 204-3000 
 

 

2012 Organic Lawn Care Poster Contest 
 

Bernards Township, NJ, June 4, 2012 - Bernards Township is proud to care for its municipal and school 

lawns, parks, and sports fields without the use of lawn care pesticides and synthetic fertilizers.  To help 

spread the word and motivate home owners to participate on their own property, the Environmental 

Commission recently held its 2012 Organic Lawn Care Poster Contest for Bernards Township School 

District 5th graders.    

 

 

Pictured, left to right:  Mayor Mary Pavlini, Holly Conkling (Cedar Hill School), Elizabeth Perna (Liberty Corner School), Fiona 

Ku (Mount Prospect School), and Nastassja Kuznetsova (Oak Street School) 

 

On Tuesday, May 29, 2012 an awards ceremony was held at the beginning of the Township Committee’s 

regular meeting for the four overall grammar school winners of the contest.  The Environmental 

Commission partnered with the School District’s Science Curriculum Advisor, Mr. Brian Heineman, in the 

design of the contest.  Mr. Heineman constructed an ecosystems learning module covering the hazards 

of lawn care pesticide pollution coupled with content on the prevention of such hazards through the 

active process of organic lawn care.  452 students took part in the poster contest, with each 5th grade 

classroom having a classroom winner and each of the four grammar schools having an overall winner.  

All participating students received a certificate and a Pesticide Free Zone sticker. 



  Bernards Township Environmental Commission      

277 South Maple Avenue, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920   (908) 204-3000 
 

 

The four winning students, shown in the picture on pg. 1, received a notarized copy of Resolution #2012-

0520 memorializing their accomplishment as well as Pesticide Free Zone T-shirts.   

T-shirts and stickers were generously donated by Pesticide Free Zone, Inc. (www.PesticideFreeZone.org).   

Mayor Mary Pavlini read the Resolution to the winning students, and congratulated them a job very well 

done.  Environmental Commission Chairperson Joe Speeney praised the “outstanding communication 

skills displayed by the students in explaining the concept of organic lawn care through their posters” as 

well as “the fantastic work done by all the students which made judging extraordinarily difficult.”   

 

 

Elizabeth Perna’s (Liberty Corner School) poster 

 

The basics of organic lawn care include a focus on healthy soil thru the use of organic fertilizer and steps 

such as aeration, overseeding, mowing high, and watering infrequently & deeply.  A more complete 

discussion and list of resources regarding organic lawn care may be found at: 

Bernards.org > Boards and Commissions > Environmental Commission > Organic Lawn Care 

  

http://www.bernards.org/Township%20Committee/Agenda/2012-05-29a.pdf
http://www.bernards.org/Township%20Committee/Agenda/2012-05-29a.pdf
http://www.bernards.org/boards_commissions/environmental/ec_organic_lawn_care.aspx

